
 The 1877 History of Mercer County describes the beginnings of 
settlement. In the spring of 1798, Valentine and Margaret Glenn Cunningham 
came from Huntingdon in central Pennsylvania with sons Charles and James 
Glenn. Valentine “cleared a field or two, and built a cabin near a fine spring.

 “Mr. Cunningham built a grist mill in 1799, the first one in the 
township, or in a great part of the territory in the eastern part of the county.”
The 1909 History of Mercer County gives a detailed description of the mill.
“A rough log structure enclosed the simple machinery, and the mill-stones were 
quarried on the farm of Minor Gulick nearby. It was the rudest sort of 
waterpower mill.

 “But, being the only mill within a radius of 20 miles, it must have been 
an institution of inestimable value to the settlers of that region. It continued to 
serve its purpose until 1806, when it was removed and replaced by an improved 
mill in 1807. Robert and Samuel Glenn established the second mill.”

 The History of 1877 describes how grain was sifted. “A light deer-skin 
was drawn tight over a hoop, a table fork heated, and holes punched with it 
through the skin, in order to make a sieve.” It goes on to say, “On some 
occasions, when three or four persons were waiting for their grists, not wanting 
to come twice for them, they would, on becoming hungry, all throw in a 
handful of meal and mix it up with cold water, set fire to a brush heap, and in 
the coals bake ‘ash-cakes.’” In 1804, a road was approved to go from 
Cunningham Mill to Mercer. It must have taken some time to complete 
because the first rough bridge across Wolf Creek at the mill site was built about 
1806 to 1810.
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