Grove City Area Historical Society
111 College Avenue

P.O. Box 764

Grove City, PA 16127
724-458-1798

Museum and Gift Shoppe Hours - New for 2007!
Tuesday-Saturday 12:30pm - 3:30pm

Website:
www.grovecityhistoricalsociety.org
Email: gcahs@zoominternet.net
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Historical Society headquarters. We have beeniadtihat we have received
grant for $6500 from the Alcoa Foundation. This eyis going to be used t

the accessioning process is sharing space witlfffoe, the computer and th
printers. The refurbished room will have insulatealls, a new ceiling and rein
forced floor and additional outlets for computens @rinters.

Work will begin slowly at first, but once we haetsed for the wintef

be exciting to see what changes and improvementsbeen made.

The Grove City Area Historical Society is verytiorate to have the suy
port of the Alcoa Foundation. Without support sashthis, the refurbishing g
the headquarters would be a long process.

The next couple of months are going to bring alaonajor change at the

a
0
refurbish a room on the first floor to be used docessioning items. Right now
e

the workers will be in the building full time. Whewe reopen next spring it will
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ety. She told of the first small group who met to discile possibility of such an organi
tion and how that small group led to the present organizdtiat has over 450 membe
Among the things she talked about were the three major geaba/éine accomplished with

and find a building that would serve as a headquarters.

Members of all
three organizations hg
the opportunity to tou,
the building, hear Stem F——
ries about the building SEEE=EE
and the “reside
ghost,” look at thg
many displays and lea N :
about the society’s long 0 1 2 #1

the first years. Those goals were: To become a tax exempt organib&come incorporate

Members of the AARP, The Kiwanis and The Rotagb€lwere recent visitors at the
Historical Society. Mary Sample spoke to all three organizatibosit the history of the so¢

ra-
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range plans.
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December is upon us and Christn
is very near. The year is almost over! T
has been an exciting and fruitful year for
Society. | want to thank all the volunte
who gave so much time to make the ye
success. You are the energy that prope
forward.

The new displays created more interest in ouohjstOur
excellent window displays have been enjoyed by npassers-by
and have brought in more visitors. Over the paghitainonths we
had over 1200 visitors. The heating and coolingesyshas been
great asset. We can now comfortably use the bgjlgear round.

Our spring banquet was well attended at which we
joyed Terry Farren’s enlightening review of whabkoplace in
Grove City over the past 25 years. Throughout e ynore tharn
150 individuals gave more than 1000 historical ggmour grow-
ing collection. Many of you attended and enjoyed Guristmas

open house and member reception.

We recently received a nice grant for $6500 fronC®A
to remodel our accessions office. We also hopedeive a $500(
state grant through Dick Stevenson'’s office tostinieplacing the

second floor windows.

The book The Way We Wetgas sold well, and we sti
have copies. So if you need a gift for someong st@r give us &
call. The building closes for the winter on SatyrdBecember
16"™. We will check our answering machine often.

Thanks everyone and continue the fine work in 2007

Dr Thomas Armour
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Santa Claus Came To GCAHS

wine and cheese open house for the members.

Sunday, Novem-
ber 19 was
party time at the
historical society.
Along with the
revelers in Olde)
Town  Grove
City, the histori-
cal society had a

About 100 people came to enjoy the deliciqus
snacks provided by Cameron Catering. Every-

sone was greeted by Santa Claus.
Members had an opportunity to rengw

friendships, reminisce about times past and [en-

joy the numerous displays.

Many people asked to take a tour of the
building, so trips were taken upstairs and down-

stairs as sto-

ries were
told about
the hotel of
the past. It
was a pleas
ant afternoon
for everyone
and a wonr
derful way ta

begin the

holiday season.
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giggle to footsteps to prolonged sighs.

The headquarters was built between 1905 and 1AtLéhat time it
was called the Uber House. It had always beend hatil the Historical Soci-
ety took ownership in 1999. With so many peopleifiggtayed at the hotel, it

is no wonder that there are spirits around.

The committee that is writing the next book on bieddings of Grove
City is trying to find out information about thegms from when the building
was built to the mid 1940s when the Trepasso famibk ownership. So far
no links have been discovered that could shed ighy dn the events and ac-
tivities of residents and/or guests in the earlgrgeof the building.

On Sunday,
2006, the Grove City Area Historica
Society was presented a certificate
the Northwest Pennsylvania Hauntin
Association stating that the headqueé
ters at 111 College Avenue is haunte
The certificate indicates that the hea
quarters is LERTIFIED HAUNTED
BUILDING . This designation is the
result of several late night vigils that
. used: EVP Audio, EMF Fluctuations
# Digital Photos and Infrared Video. Nu
merous soundings were recorded p
many sounds ranging from a child

19,

From The Accessions Committee

[This is an Edison electric egg cooker which wagluse
by the Penn Grove Hotel at one time. It was regentl
ygonated by Ann Shannon. Probably dating from the
1L930's, the egg cooker would lift the cooked egys i
dhe egg cups out of the water when the time wa
drhis and many other interesting and innovative
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torical items car
be seen at th
Society Head-
quarters  mur
seum. Beginnin
in 2007 there
will  be new
hours for the
museum and gif
shoppe. Thg
new hours will
be Tuesdays
through  Saturr
days 12:30pm t
3:30pm. Stop
in!
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| can’t find my car keys! Where did | leave my purse?! Wi do with the dog’s leash? These are common state
ments at our house. However, when | recently started loo&imfé gas engine that Cooper Cameron gave to the historical
ety before they left Grove City, my husband started terlist

As Cooper Cameron was in the final stages of closingotss] SOMEONE called me and said that they were dong

a gas engine to the historical society! We were just in theatimmstages of our organization and | remember saying, “@rbat

we going to do with a gas engine?” Not to worry was thearse, THEY would store it until we were ready for itafis the
last | thought about the gas engine until this springménretired engineer from Cooper stopped in to see what meiiaonat
have from the plant. In talking with him, | rememberedghse engine!

| called the last secretary to work at the plant. She hadowlé&dge of this. | called the gentleman who did the final
ventory of the facility. There was nothing left that was aegagne. | asked the historical society members who were oirghe
board. They all remember the gas engine, but no one haseanylicre it is.

Now | can understand loosing the car keys, my purse ana¢)&ldash, but how did we loose a gas engine? If any
knows anything about this engine, or has any idea whergjlittine, please contact the historical society. Old age, failiag ey
sight, senility, whatever you want to attribute this t@\W DO YOU LOOSE A GAS ENGINE? Any help or suggestiarit be
appreciated.

Skip Sample
First President
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The Grove City Area Historical Society has a neierfd. It is Bob Humphreys from Houston, Texas. Bol native of
Grove City and spent his professional career workam the Cooper Industry Corporation at variousations world wide.
Bob was born in 1926 and went to Lincoln Schoolffst through fifth grades. He lived at the cormérChestnut and
North Center Street. His favorite place to play wathe woods and swamps around Wolf Creek.
His father also worked for Cooper Industry, so whenfamily moved, it was always to a place whbeerd¢ was a Coop€g
facility.
Bob received his education at Otterbein and Tulsxessities. He became an engineer for the compandycontinued thd
family tradition of working for Cooper Energy.

Bob has roots in Grove City that include the FithiBook, Kildoo, Riddle, Steindorf, Christy, and Em names. His fam
ily homestead was in North Liberty. He has giverenasugh lineage that we will begin a geneology fen Humphreys
name.

Why are we discussing this person who does not liveere? He is putting together information on Cooper Bazse
Considering the impact that the Bessemer Gas Ei@pngpany has had on this community we have vetg litformation
or memorabilia. Bob is sending us as much inforoma#is he can put together.

What memorabilia or information do you have hidéevay that you would be willing to donate to thetbligcal Society?
Look around your home and see if you have itemiswibald be of interest to the historical society.

You can bring items to the headquarters — 111 Gelkvenue — from 11 — 3 Tuesday through Saturdayav® open unti
the middle of December. We then close until tharb@gg of April. In the meantime, if you find sonhétg of interest you
may call one of the directors and we will be glaghick up the item.

=

October is a busy monthfor the Grove City Area Historical Society. Thistie
time when students from the eighth grade at thedMid&Gchool come for a visit.
This year close to 200 students toured the HeatiEpsaiT heir visit is part of a unit
for their English class. They are to write an histl fiction story about someone|or
some event in the history of Grove City. As partto$ unit, they visit the Presbyte-
rian Cemetery on Greenwood Drive where Valentirg: iargaret Cunningham are
buried. Mary Sample spends a day with each classusising interesting events,
people, businesses, and historical facts of Grawe The students then tour the
Historical Society Headquarters to see the memimmatiat make up the many and
varied displays.

Viewing the artifacts of Grove City is not only éméesting to the students but en-
courages their interest in their own family hergags a result of this visit, students
often come back to the headquarters to spend rroeetd look at the books and
pictures in the library. Here they are able to foud information about their own families, see piets of parents or gran
parents in high school and/or college year bookd,l@arn more about interesting events of the past.

Educating the youth of our community is one waguarantee the continued interest in and appreniafiour heritage.




